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What was life like for children in World War 2?  
 

Overview of the Learning: 
In this unit of learning pupils will find out about a major event in world history and develop their understanding of reasons for and results of an 
event of such significance. The children will find out about the effects of the Second World War on children in their local area, nationally and 
internationally. In this unit children will continue to develop a chronological understanding of British,local and world history and develop the appropriate use 

of historical terms. They will understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. There could also be opportunities to 
consider the effects of war on children today. Children use a range of sources, including the recollections of people alive at the time. 

Core Aims  
 know and understand the history of the British Isles in 

chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day:  

 know how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain 

has influenced and been influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider 

world: the achievements and follies of mankind 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, 

cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, 

and use them to make connections. 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry and how there are 

contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past. 

 

Children should be taught 
Chronological understanding 
Children should be able to: 

 place events, people and changes into correct periods of time  

 use dates and vocabulary relating to the passing of time, 
including ancient, modern, BC, AD, century and decade. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in 
the past 
Children should know: 

 about characteristic features of the periods and societies 
studied, including the ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences 
of men, women and children in the past  

 about the social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity of the 
societies studied, in Britain and the wider world  

 to identify and describe reasons for, and results of, historical 
events, situations, and changes in the periods studied  

 to describe and make links between the main events, situations 
and changes within and across the different periods and 
societies studied. 

 . 

Historical interpretation and Enquiry  
Children should be able to:  
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 recognise that the past is represented and interpreted in 
different ways, and to give reasons for this 

 know how to find out about the events, people and changes 
studied from an appropriate range of sources of information, 
including ICT-based sources [for example, documents, printed 
sources, CD-ROMS, databases, pictures and photographs, 
music, artefacts, historic buildings and visits to museums, 
galleries and sites] 

 to ask and answer questions, and to select and record 
information relevant to the focus of the enquiry 

Organisation and communication 
Pupils should be able to: 

 work with a partner or in a group to discuss their learning 

 use role play /drama for empathy and understanding 

 record their work in a variety of ways- pictures, ICT, models, 
timelines 

 recall, select and organise historical information  

 use dates and historical vocabulary to describe the periods 
studied  

 communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a 
variety of ways [for example, drawing, writing, by using ICT]. 

Expectations 
Children can: 

 Use a wide vocabulary of historical terms and phrases relating to events studied and the passing of time.  

 know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework 

 show an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the everyday lives of people in the past 

 show how things can be the same and different between life in different periods. 

 identify reasons for and results of peoples actions 

 identify and give reasons for different ways in which the past is represented 

 distinguish between different sources- compare different versions of the same story 

 Show an understanding of a significant turning point in British History 
  ask and answer questions, 

 Use a range of sources to find out about world War 11 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  
 
to know why the war began 

 to know when and where WWII took place 

 to identify and locate the countries involved 

 to know the key dates and events leading up to the 
war 

 

What was the second world war? Where and when did it take place? 
Discuss why people wear poppies, Who do we remember on Remembrance Day, What 
happens? Why  do we have Remembrance Day, why it is important to 
remember?.www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/world_war2/ 
Discuss how long ago World War II happened and locate on a time line. 
Establish what children already know about World War II. Discuss when the war took place, the 
main countries involved, why it started, how it was fought and the defeat of Germany and Japan 
by the allied nations.   
On a map of the world identify countries that fought in WWII and explain why it is known as a 
world war.  
Think about how children would feel knowing war was taking place in another part of the world. 

 to know about world leaders in World War II Who were the world leaders in World War II? 
Discuss which world leaders from World War II, they know of so far. What would you like to find 
out about each of the leaders? 
Investigate and research world leaders in groups and feedback information 
Churchill, Hirohito, Hitler, Mussolini, Roosevelt, and Stalin. 
How were the leaders the same? Different? What conclusions and comparisons can you make?  

 To understand a turning point in British history -the 
Battle of Britain 

 to know the characteristic features of the Blitz and 
what type of  

 area was most likely to be affected 

 to locate where bombing raids took place 

 to examine the reliability of source material. 

What was the Blitz? 
Introduce the children to the word Blitz. What do you think this word means?  
Children use selected primary sources, eg photographs, a gas mask, to research what 
happened during the Blitz.  
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html  
Which places do you think were bombed? Discuss the cities that were bombed (London, 
Birmingham, Bristol, Liverpool, Manchester, Southampton, Coventry, Glasgow, Exeter, Bath, 
Norwich, York, Canterbury) What sort of things would they want to destroy? Why? Discuss why 
Germany and Britain decided to bomb cities. What was the Battle of Britain? How did it get its 
name? Use maps, eg of London or Liverpool, or children’s knowledge, to establish the main 
targets.  
Children label the cities that were bombed on a map. They should also explain what the Blitz 
was and why certain cities were bombed.when was battle of Britain day? 
www.ducksters.com/historyworldwar11/battle of britain.  
resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/homework/war/battleofbritain.htm 
Discuss what it would have been like to live in a city during the Blitz. Which sources help us to 
learn about the blitz? Which sources are most reliable and why? How do you think parents, 
children felt? 
  Put dates of the London Blitz on the class time line. Add Battle of Britain Day 

 to understand the effects of air raids 

 to explain the causes of evacuation 

What was it like to be an evacuee? 
Introduce the word evacuation and elicit children’s responses.  Develop an understanding of 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html
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 to communicate their learning in an organised and 
structured way, using appropriate terminology 

 

why children were evacuated by reading a first hand account from a child explaining why s/he 
had to leave their home or playing a recording of someone telling the story. 
http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html 
Show children a photograph of evacuation.  What is happening? Where are they going? What 
are they carrying? Why do t hey have labels? What is in their boxes? 
Explain what happens to the children when they reach the country side.  Explain billeting officer, 
host family.   Read another first- hand account of a child’s experience of evacuation Read 
accounts of the children from host families, how did they feel? Compare experiences.  Discuss 
whether the children enjoyed being evacuates, how they felt and why. 
Children write a letter from the point of view of an evacuee to their parents. 

http://espresso.schoolint.wolverhampton.gov.uk/modules/t2_plymouth/1930s/index.html

